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“ Among the numerous pamphlets to which the gicat Ind an ousis hin givon 
bn th, m my of thom distingmsh d only by Ua prgy dice and ino vic, wo opin 
sionally ahght upor one to which eit ie the namo of tho willa ov {low wil 
good sonse of ils contonts attracts our rospectful aiiontion, Prommont among 
uthese productions of excoplion dl yfiut 19 one by Ma, 1 M Parga dist 
gushed momba. of Uo Bougal Ora Servico, and woll known thoughout Tndta aa 
a spmklng and giagoful wile,’ To has just put forth fA Plon for the Fou 
Governmont of India,’ which gitea, in tho spneo of twonty pipes, a cor pl « 
ncannnt of (1. tho anahmmy af dmynatiation and yam my wo) nw 
smy to onsmo not only tho efliconey of tho jroposed ays, Litaticr oe 1 
pondencs of all ply influences, . . . 6 + 6 Woworllruborm desuy 
one to1cad Mr. Parkers pamphict Tle takes up thor pat gone ttn gy 
and, although wo dif fiom him regul g some of bw duily cf asad 4, 
wo feel that we haye tho samo object im view tho pyomliuitol at oorg ly 
mdopondent and experionced Indian Conmail, Zhe Ooerdaid Marl, 
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UMPIRE OF TUE MIDDLE CLASSES. 





AD last, thon! ‘The Empure of the Middle Classes, that noble 
and gorgeous Empire won by their velour, iuled by them fim 
and moderate pohey, tanquillized by their wisdom, governed 
with only that small leaven of the oligarchic clement, which it 
was impossible to free ié fiom under a constitution like that of 
Creat Britam—that resplendent Empne, long gloriously and 
adtiin bly administered the envy of nations, is about to pass 
away, It will no longer oxwt as the Empite of the Maddie 
Classes—as the Empue of Chive, Coote, Lhut, Castings, 
William Jones, Shore, Barlow, Dance, who beat a fleeb 
of men of war with a fleet of merchantmen; Ochlerlouy, 
Munro, Mctealte, Edmonstone, Malcolm, Pollock, Nott, Barry 
Close, Wony Pottinga, Lldicd Pottinger, that wondetlul boy, 
whise marvellous exploit, uknown ot forgotten hei, would 
havo mado him a heutenant geneal im Russi, and m Lrance 
ivised monuments to his glouows memay—dames Prinsop, 
Ticvelyan, Loce Wilson, Kayo, Vincent Lyre, Abbot, Raw- 
hnson, Oulram, Lambert, Everest, Wilson, Nicholson, Noill, 
the Lawrences, Willoughby, and a hundred others, states 
men uu waitiors, imen of htuatine, and men of seioncs, 
who have sung fiom the bosom ol the rulirg class ILere 
uber ib muy very probably be the Lmpire of Lord Chailes A, 
the Lonoumble Mi B, tho Tfonowable Ma. O; but more, 
nuch more than all, of the sous, and nephews, and sons-m- 
uy, ad grandyons, of Lhe honomable members for D, LT, BF, 
ud, &c, to the ond of the alphabet And why, it may be 
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asked, may not that class produce statesmen as accomplishe 1 
and soldios 09 glant, ag tha predecessors in the Hash? Un 
be ib from mo to say Unt i will nob; they will be Lig sh, 
Seoich, and Liish gentlencn, that ww siyn gg cnough ot is 
India that is allogother bo be thought of in the malty, bu, 
quite another county, which may some fino morning become 
awake to tho fact, thal ib is ir oxtricably governed Ly snel 
majorities in Parliament, as have nol made het appara c 
since the days when. Walpole 1s suid to have sed, that “overy 
man. had his price.” 

Be that as tb may, we have to all appearance arrived at (he 
closing act of a magnificent drama; and in that very act, full 
of tragic, mournful, glorious interest, mamfesting to Lhe whole 
world the wonderful soladity with wlnch the foundations of 
the Empire of the Middle Classes have been laid; a fhmness 
acohesion, which nothing but a role of unrivalled sagacity and 
real wisdom ¢ould have ceated m so short a period, and in a con 
queried country a fimnessand cohesion, which have resisted and 
baffled the terible strength of a mighty conspLacy and anita y 
outbreak, under which half the governments and nitions of Unc 
globe would have succumbed Yes, the Ruleand Uny ne of tte 
Middle Classes has done this marvellous dced ~ Massacic, niutit y, 
insmrection, rebellion, false fiends, and treachu ous fous, hove 
alike failed to move the stead{nst foundations of em power cr 
relax ow ition grasp We never quailed, wo never dowbtcd, 
we never wavered, 


“ Groom fought like noble, squne hike kmght, 
As foarlossly and woll ' 


And now that we are, perhaps, al oul to icsigt ot gient 
prize, so hardly won, so indomitably kent, weoriy pr dy ay 
to our successors and tho would, what Coriolanus thundered in 
the eais of the Volscians— 


“ Mono we did it” 


Our successors |—and to whoin will the mt agement of this 
magnificent succession bo transferred? that as the question 
paramount now to all others = To tho Crown a more foun of 
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woids T'o the [louse of Pees ?—thal is nol vory probable, 
The nabton 1s already suftiauntly “calons of” ww aristocaey, in 
which, nevertheless, dhere 1 umich, very much, to honow, to 
adiiire, and do be prond of ‘The t‘en would uever perme 
any t aista which shor ld make tlhe Pees of ical Butein its 
salas and managus, thar directly ov indirectly, for the vasb 
dcpondency—thongh hey may possibly dy worse, 

To the TLouse of Comions? = Yos To Llouso of Commons 
will, if we do not prevent so pregnimt an cvil, bo the agtud, 
wh ever my be the nominal, rulers of In lit, when the presont 
sysiuin of Govarnment is oxtinguist ed — Tb wall be any posed to 
be man cd as other things ae, by a pleasant fiction, supposed 
to be ma age by the Thige Est utes of tle Realm ; but we all 
now what that means in the present dey, and the real, dane 
rilus of In it will o¢ the House cf Conaons The members 
of that Hor oma le Meuse will govern the’) Limpne, no Jonge 
the Einpire of ibe Mildle Classes, Dut the ‘Earn in or iin 
Llousn ov Comatons,” tlaoagh the mm ster, by an agice 
alle kid of enculiting process such ws that by which the 
Abbd Steyes dented and absorbed jis “Grand Llecto:” Cho 
munister, who, as Lho responsible execeutive, must necessanly 
hive, ether dnectly o indnectly, greub control over the 
nol mation of las pubordinates o1 assistants, will govern Ais 
4c varnors, the TLoase of Covimons, by a jidictous distubution 
of the patron wo athongst them, not only amongst thow who 
uphold his India me sincs, nb arimyst tl se who support 
his iieas ney in tho abstiact, and evayth ng will bo "macdo 
plowant = Tt will Le something «ly on a more subhine ac Ue, 
vesaubling the process which the Court of Directors have been, 
accuscd of following with the proprietors of Th liv Stock 5 only 
that whae a mmister and a Tlouse of Commo s we vonconed, 
it ney Le routher a more serions affair for the nahon 

The gcod, Csy public 1s simple enoug] to mnagine, that so 
Ton, as the ortjmal appo utments to lida, evil and n iltary, 
are cnly mady under a systam cf competicion, that thor job- 
bery, nepotism, pationage, and the ke, aro at once eat wp, 
oot and Inanch 
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T must take Ienve to douht whether, cven as respocts the 
ongimal appointment, the systan of competition will scene ux 
from the dnonie “obbay which appears bo Lea part and pared 
of our gl rious constitution | should not dic of astonishment 
if we found, under the competition system that a very oxtrnor 
chnary proportion of the suceossful candidatis were sons, or 
nephews, or cousins, of ministers of the Crown, of peers, bishops, 
membors of Parhament court ladies, mid great bankers; of gen- 
tlemen with handsome hvings in their gift, propuetory of in- 
fluential newspapers, &c, &e 

Gentlemen of Oxford and Cambiilge have you always been 
perfectly and profoundly satisfied whon Lord Fitzmonion, or the 
son of the Archbishop of Swaffham, or the nephow of the Lod 
Chancelloi, figured in the fist class, and yourselves in the 
second, that the more elevated position was enterely due to 
superior merit and acquirements? 

But be that as it may, admit that the best candidate will 
always be the successful one, ib is of no vital importance; for 
the Asmodeus who presides ove: patronage, jobbirg, and 
nepotism, will, I feel satisfied, unde the Empire of the ILouse 
of Commons, have his head quuiteis in India 

The “programme,” to use a iccent coinage, is ono of sufficient 
simpheity There 18 x sharp session of Parliament, the ministry 
is tottering, the dak limbo of unofficial existence, di eaded by 
statesmen, “looms in the distance” Questions of oxtremo 
moment ac bucly cauied by half yatisied supporters One of 
vital importance is on the eve of discussion —“If Duberly,” 
says the Premier, adcheasing the Secretary of State for India, 
“Tf Duberly carties his amendment, we must, of course, go oul, 
Her Majesty's service and the country will equally suiler, I 
speak in no spirit of self Jandation, but our resignation, at this 
cutical juncture, would be most disastious for the Empire ‘The 
defeat must be prevented at any cost You, my dear Mount 
Vernon, aro, of course, acquainted with those in Ter Majesty's 
Indian service who are 1elated to or connected with mombers 
of the Lower Tonse. Let the membeis m question be apprwed, 
confidentially of course, the thmg requires delicacy, but Kater 
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will manage it, that if wo romain in office, there are ecrtain 
gentlemen in the Tndian services of whose talonts and contuel, 
you receive such favourable reports, that you aie preyed to 
iccommend. them for immediate promotion ‘Those gentlemen, 
it fortunately happeus, ae counceted with members who will, 
we trust, fecl ib their duty to the comatry to support us agains 
Duberley’s anendment ‘The Governo General, om fuend 
Qnaning, who must come home, of comse, if we go out, will 
understand the thing, and act accordingly.” 

Bul, ib might be wed, the same process may ho followed at 
present, ‘he minister is as potent for jobs in India wader the 
“Einpire of the Middle Classes” as he would be unde the 
“Empire of the Louse of Commons” Not so. In the first 
place, the Govenor General, through whom the job must bo 
perpetrated, has as frequently been of the party of tho outs as 
the party of tho ins, and woul 1 seatcly inem obloquy or commit 
injustice to serve a ministry with which ho had no politica) 
sympathy, Agam, the Court of Dicctors have had too many 
eonnectiona, ar, at all events, persons for when they Woe 
interested in the services, to permit such johy, besides, a 
Governor-General, frequently not on tho best terms with the 
Honourable Com t, who might find it difficult to avoid assisting 
a powerlul minister the chief of his cwn pmty, would be vay 
little infuonced bya request “sob ti forget Jones,” mado by 
ono of bwonty-fow elderly, unin watiel gentlemen im Leaden- 
hall Street Tudced, wider tho Empae of tho Middle Classes, 
any assmmcd wiv'ust suporcession by sho Joc 1 Govanments of 
India, or of promotion to the prejudice of stronger claims, 
would, in nino cases out of ten, have been the subject of an 
appeal to the Court of Direetons thumsolves ; who, having no 
interest m stalling auch an appeal, an no mative to shu over a 
job which would cairy with it litle profit or pleasure to thoir 
honourable body, would ho fully disposed to give iedress if ib 
was justly due But, in the case ] have supposed, undeserved 
promotions and uncarned appointments in India for tho pw- 
pose of bolstaing up a toblering Cabinot in England, whoro 
will an appoal lie? Why, from a minister to a ministry with 
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which ho must stvid or fall (for it is toa Utopian to imay ne 
that Governor-Gena isl ips will be given under the pendn ¢ 
aystem without roloreuee Lo purty), and to serve which the ‘ol 
has becn jobbel. Picture to yourselves, oh, most t inkirp 
people, an ablachd to the embassy ab Kobaul wa appe Ung to ny 
Loid Palmerston against lis supor cession by my Lod Clarendon 
—espcciuly if the pment of tho more fortunate youth, tho 
supaccder, hyppened to bo tho son o nephow of a wavaing 
mombor of tho Upper or Lown House whom the ministry 
dosived {o concilint: Tho idea 19 Loo jocose. 

Aud here Ict imc declaro, what T can assert with a safe con- 
scieneo, my unqualified and sincere conviction, founded on 
nomly twenty-five yeas of local exporienco and observation, 
that thee can have been no Government in the wold moie 
entirely fico, for very many years past, fiom favomitim or 
jobbory than the local Government of Bengal, I doubt not but 
that the other Govanments in India have been equally feo 
fiom those peculiarly English institutions ; wd if T do not ox- 
press my conviction with equal stength on that point, it is be- 
cause 1 cannot speak fiom personal expeuence and fiumilar 
knowledge,—neithor ean I pledge myself for the home Govorn- 
ment, since J have not had the honour to ‘ve of the twenty-four 
vogistois of the orders issued hy tho President of tho Board of 
Contiol But, as relatcs to my own Presidency, 1 kNow (and 
Thad perlect opportunities of obtaining such knowledge) that 
I vouch for no more bhan the rigid truth when T dee me that 
fling the five an l-twenty yes, while [had an opportunity 
of judging, no Government could have been mow fice fom 
jobbery and misayphed patonage thon tho Govamuent of 
Bengal 

That there may have been occasionally, vay, very rely, 
a civil or military appomtment given through interest or nepo 
tism, it would be affectation to deny; the purest of Governos 
General is but a man with human allections, and a kindly 
desizo to bonefil thoso whom he loves ; we nover complained of 
such small deviations (very fow and vory far botween) fiom the 
stiict requirements of justice; because ib was felt that, on the 
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whole, the vast civil and military patronage heal been, and was, 
distributed with wonderful integrity, pmcly, honomably, wisely, 
and with no other objects im view than a sincere and. conscien- 
tions desire to reward met, to promate emulation in tho savices, 
and to secure the genaal welfuc and good goveanment of tho 
Empire 

A friend of mine, who had returned to England, atier 
having deservedly held somo of the highest appointments in 
Thdia, was told by a noble Easl, thon about to proceed to that 
country as Governor-Ceneral, that h3 (the Harl) knew thore 
was nothing but jobbery and favouritism going on in his future 
Viceroyalty. “My Lord,” replied Mr. B, “I havo seon how 
things are managed in India ; and I see how things are managed 
in England ; I have been behind the scenes in both countries, 
and T frankly tell your Loidship, that I havo known of moie 
jobbing in this commtiy in six months, than I witnessed in 
India diuing « servico of thinty ycars.” My fucnd most 
assuedly spoke the auth; the very fewr of jobs (a sorb of job- 
panic o1 jobophobia), from which the public mind in England 
ig never freo, shows the provalonco of tho malady. Wo have 
no fear here of cobra capellas, or Thugs, or hippopotami. 

“Oh, peuple verwuoux”—~gs tlie much maligned Deputy for 
Anas used to say, “pouplo sublime—peuple respoetable,” you 
mo probably about to make your ministeas tho pientost joh- 
mastery in cation You foico the means of infinilo job upon 
thom, and yob you will bo tho vory fhet to valuporate and howl 
at them fo employing tho power ycu have compelled them 
to acvopl—and that power, al a cortair proposition, now loom- 
ing in tho {uture, should over reecive cohaonco and form, 
will bo multaplicd a hundrod fold. Ib has heen urged, chielly, 
T believe, by tho barmsteis of the Suoeme Courts of Calcutta 
and Macas Qvith what object, ib is, of couse, quite impossible 
to conjectuie), that English shall be tho law language, the 
language of all Courts in India, and thot Eughsh lawyos shall 
be appointed judgos thorain, “ Ifore Hoavon |” ag that unlucky 
Michael Cassio says, “oie Teavon | this is a moro exquisite 

* song than the other” A competent knowlege of the languages 
* 2 
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of the country subject to om rule, has always been something 
of a stumblng-block to the asp, sons of Themis — L have 
semecly known a smglo “nslance of a Caleulla barista, who 
could string together ten sentences in THndost wee ov Bengully, 
with the slightest chance of being understood. T say nothing 
of Tamool, Canarese, Malabas, Ooreah, Teligoo, & ,&e  Woll, 
ib is now proposed to smooth the dificulliy quite awiy Wo 
had an impression thal, in matlos of justice, there shoul] he 
some modo of communication }otween the parties lo a stil 
and the judge, in a language understood by both ; and that it 
would be rather unkind to inform a man, in an “unknown 
tongue,” that he was going to be hanged, aftor a tial, not one 
word of which had he understood from beginning to end 
Tfence the examinations, in the native languages, at the Tast 
Tndia College, Hailoybury , the second exammation, befne 
entering the service m India, the third after a cerlam period 
of service ; and now, 1 believe, a fourth, before an offier chn 
fill the higher grades But all this, it appears, has been » fool 
ish waste of time and intellect —ordain thef the Easlisl lun 
guage shall be the language, and Enylish jurisconsnlts the 
judges of natava Courts and Cutchernes Boldly eut the knot 
by declaring, that instead of* plaintiffs, and defendants, and 
judges, undezstanding more or less of each others’ speech, they 
shall not understand each other at all, and then!—why, thon 
the goddess of jobbery (and no doubt thero is such a divin’ ty 
im the Hindoo Pantheon, which provides s deity for every 
rascality), would dance such a dance of joy, as has nob beon 
seen since Kah executed a find mgo on the body of her hny 
band, Yor then there would not in all mory England Seotland, 
or Treland, be an electioneering atlorney, or a well connectcd 
briefless barrister, or a gentec! solicitor, with muro address than 
business, or any gentleman who had eaten his terms in tho 
Temple Hall, who might not aspire to bo, per sclieem, judge of 
Futtepoore Sicri, or magisato of Budge Budge, or principal 
collector of Rajahmundiy—especially if he had a friendly 
Member of Parhament to whisper a word Lo the Indian minis. 
ter m his favow. As for an Indian evvil seivica (il ib be 
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allowed to exist as e aovieo) standing in the way of such 
appomtments, leb us remembe what was dono ab Ceylon, 
where there was algo a civil serviee the members of which, 
had entered 16 under an assurance that they should nob bo 
superseded by gentlemen sent trom England | 

But there are othe: dangas which one may as well advort 
to thongh they will not, of comse, be allowed tho weight of a 
canary bird’s feather against platform and newsp per dedama- 
tion, working upon popular ignorance and prejudice, 

India has escaped that last, gieat, unavoidable curse of eon, 
stitutional govenments pity adininistiation I has beon 
spated the enormous evil of one Vuoroy landing with an 
orange tibbon in his hat, and another with a bunch of sham- 
rocks in his button hole, to be suceeded by a thud, with the 
orange ribbon again. But something of that pleasant deserip- 
tion will not fail to oveur, whon Tndia is governed by the Tlouse 
of Commons ; that 1s to suy, if its mnagnifivent patronage does 
not enable the party in power, ab the tine of the transfe 5 to re 
tain ats ascendency Quuch to the Luciit of emstitutional 
yovernmont in England), witi that tune when all things shall, 
even lo London drinking wate, be puitied by the inevitable 
domocacy promised us by M de Toequovillo 

But if that unfortunate India, hitherto so happily spared 
fom such a calymily, sho ud beconn a battle ground tor patics, 
and it most contain ly willal x6 comes vho Mapire (L the Louse 
of Commons; magine bio utter contusion woise confounded 
that must ansuo —Ong day the “p nti préio,” which appeas to 
have & paxonal quarol with Vishnoo, will bo in power, and 
dive ow unhappy dusky follow-subjecls to des; ai, by pushing 
prosolytisin Lo the verzo of persecution Tho next, tho “parti 
philosophe,” successors of the foregorg, iconaclasts, will sound up 
for the oxticimest liberty of conscasnce, and proclaim aloud that 2 
man may, asin as they aie concemned, woiship an old shoo, if it 
ators lam any comfort to do so Thon comean set into power 
haughty, imperial, all for absorbtion, amoxation, conquest, if 
neoessary, and comploto subjuzation,—succeodad, possibly within 
three years, by another sel, who will breatho nothing but peace 
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and love,—utterly repudiate the stern views of their prodaces- 
sors, and hasten, perl aps, Lo restore ponsioned sultans, aud un 
employed sajaby m “a tansport of republican enthusiasm and 
universal philanthropy,” nover equalled since tho duys of the 
“neody knife-guindor. Imagino this kind of process, which 
Great Britain itself only survives owing to the toughness and 
sturdy good seneo of the people; imagine, T say, this kind of 
process at woule among the ignorant but sonsitive and impulsive 
ances of India—a country in which you are lucky if you oflut 
any change afte: twenty yeats of preparauon, and where you 
approach a reform as you would touch Rob Roy’s sporran, out 
of which, unless you handle it with preternatural caution, pops 
the muzzle of a leaded pistol. I feel persuaded that a few years of 
‘English party government would bo very likely to diive not only 
an Indian army, but a much mone formidable power, the whole 
Indian people, into a resistance to your authority, which might 
take a form calculated to bafile all the might oven of mighty 
Britain, hey would politely decline to pay any more revenuo 
to a Government which kept them in such an mcomprehensihle 
state of oternal fidget and bewildament, Very few of you are 
aware that the entire, complete, whole Tindoo population of 
one of the greatest cities in India once walked forth, bag and 
baggage (it was not some nonsensical quertol about a cow and 
a pig which always affords legitimate cause for a row between 
Hindoos and Mahommedans, but tho imposition of a Police vate), 
and remained in the fiolds for moze than a fortnight, and this 
happened, not in tho times of Ram Raja and tho “ Maich- 
chicatra,” but while Wellington gained Salamanca, and the frst 
gent in Europe wore the best made cont in the wold. 

The Govanment of the Empiro of the Middlo Classes may 
not have been a perfect Government, but it so far suited the 
people Lo be ruled that on all setlled portions of our dominions 
it was a stcady methodical, quiet Goverument—slow, perhaps 
you might call it, but sue, and regular. It was nota rule of fits 
and stats and contradictions Wo didnot one day express our 
bitter abhorrence of negro slavery and the next clothe omselves 
in nighteaps of cotton from Georgia, and eat Brazilian sugar , 
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neitha did we at ono time ally ourselves with our follow sub- 
Jecta the Orangomen, against our follow subjects the Catholics, 
and at another with ow fellow subjects the Catholics, against 
our follow subjects the Orangemen Wo febtered ourselves 
with many sclfimposed chains; but we have wom them 
honestly and conscientiously ‘There 1s now a sort of idea theb 
the Pailiamentary Empizo would not hesitate to break ono of 
the heaviest—namely, the perpetual settlement m Bengal, If 
the Pailiament should do this thimg, and af it is to bo a sample 
of tho new system intended to replaco our “tradition and 
“youtano,” I wish the honors joy of thew task Lord Motvalfe’s 
prophecies touching the Sepoy revolt, not the vague, general 
prognostics of a cleve, guessei, but distincb and explicit as if 
the native troops had sent him a plan of operations, specifying 
time, place, and circumstance before hand; Lord Metcalfo’s 
sad, but most truc, predictions, I say, have been lugely quoted, 
ag cman ting fiom a man of the clearest sagacity and wonderful 
prescience Well, if he is to be honowed as a prophet m ono 
thing, leb due reverence be paid to his yopheey with respect to 
another, I knew Loid Metealfo well, and T voveenced and 
honomed him, for a aver heab or more clear spirit never 
guidod the present or seenned the futme. T have heard him , 
say, with that mild equanimity which no danger ever shoul, ox 
pan evor vanquished, “ WITLNLYLR INDIA IS LOST, ML WILL BU 
Losrin rue Uousn or Commons.” 

Men of Enghuad, think of this pophecy when you a0 about 
to change tho systom of Indiwn Goverment ; 2emombor it is 
the conviction of no ordmary man, and no ordinary statesman, 
but camo fom one whose other prophcey men joexed at, unital ib 
was misoably and awlully fulfilled, 


«WILAT TIAVE YOU DONE FOR TNDIA?” 


Tho Court of Ducetors of the East India Company, that tne 
type and organ of thd Middlo Classes, and those heb oftiuors 
who have so honomably 1gmesented the Middle Classes in the 
Fast, have contmualy to endure the repetition of one cick ro 
note, tilled forth ir tho menovonous and redther dull manner of 
cuckoos, less, pahiups with any malevolent design, than in 
ignorance and prejudice, those besetting sins of the English mind, 
wherever Indian and most other forcign affairs aro concerned 

We are askod, with a triumphant and jaunty air, as it the 
question was wholly wnansweiable, “Piay, what have you 
dons for India? What traces would you leave behind you in 
India, if you were deprived of your Empire to-morrow?” 

I don’t know wh wt traces we might leave behind us, if India 
ceascd to be oms “40 morrow,” and 1f we were deprived of the 
country by foree, amidst mutiny and rebellion, and battle ard 
violence, because the good we have accomplished, not showing 
itself in marble and brass, in mighty edifices, or works like the 
Mahomoodee canal, which is said to have cost the lives of some 
fifty o1 sixty thousand forced Iabowcs the good, Tsay, which 
wo have accomplished, nob being immcliately tangible bo sight 
and touch, would, probably, perish with our rile But if, in 
the year 1841, we had hanguilly handadt ove. our dominion to 
the Crown of Grea, Brilain and Tveland, 01 relinquished ib in 
benevolence and good will, to the peoplo of India, 1 should 
then have said, and have said wilh pride, “We lcwe traces of 
our rule mote marvellous, mo.e beautiful, than all the pyle 
mids or Taj Mehals in the woill—more glorious than tho 
glones of Alcbar or Shahjehan, were those a thousand times 
more wnsullied than they are” We found war, murder, mis 
rule, confusion and desolation, rampant ny every pat of India 
We leave peace, security, justice, order, and abundance. 

We found the villager at his plough, amed to the teeth 
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uncertain, despite of his warlike gent, whether he should aver be 
able to gainer the finits of his labeur His vTlage was near, 
he dmed not go far a fiel1—walled, moated, and prepaicd for 
defence, Irom its ramparts, if the toe (0: Hicnd) had 1 0 lisure 
o1 disposition to storm them, he might seo “fire, famine, aud 
slaughter,” skmry ovcr the smoking fiells and amongst the 
felled fruit trees, in the shape of hordes bf Rnions howcmen, 
who spared no man or thmg that crossed their merciless path, 
oxcept for * chout ’ 

In 18.1, the peasirt could guide his plough as scenely in 
the British Tndum dominions, as he could in Dorsetshire The 
walls of hyndvuds of villages had fallen into decay, or remained 
unrepared, the moats wore filled up, and there was no mac 
necessity for maintaining such defences ab Nya Gong or Indra- 
putan than there 1s for maimtaming thun ab Ivy Bridge or 
Roehampton 

In 18L1—mind, T chng to this” duto—frst, becamse T had no 
personal knowledge of India after that poriod, and, sevondly, 
because the government of the Corrt of Directors seamed to 
wane, and that of the Board of Control appemed to beeomo 
more in tho ascendant, about the time that an English munstry 
drove on the Afighan war ag vinst tho foelmgs of the Court, mul 
in opposition to the opinions of somo of the ablest and wisest 
slotesmen who upheld m Ladin the Kmpno of the mide 
classes, 

Jn 1861 then, ff, in pereevbly rolinquishing om into, or 
handing it over Wo the LLouse of Commons, wo had boon asked, 
“Whab dinces will you lewe in Indw?”? L should have con~ 
tanned my reply mm this wiso -—~ 

When wo wart to lny the foundations of our Sovereignty 
with those haidy workinen—Clivo, and Liwwrence, and Poplin, 
and Coote—weo found that a Mogul noble, with his saile, wnght 
auive at a village ahoul mghtatl, sad na forage heing rely 
for his nuneious horses, ho woull shout, with many most 
objectionable and witiauslateble oh wgationy, “ Whae is the 
dog of a Zamindar, to whom this miserable rat-hale belongs? 
The wealthy, but Lembling Uindoo, having first Indden his srx 
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yards of purl necklices, humpy w'th anciadds ab x iott it. 
turva sy, as braaght be oro the Nawaul Si ath, “No weeds 
Kaffr 1 cated fonigc, where in ib? Cave hin a piece ot 
cow, give cow to his fumuly and dopen tents, ¢ ve cow to 
everyho ly, Ah, messenger of Allah! who avo we, tht this 
dog, and son of a dog, should leugh at ow beads?” ‘Che cow 
was duly adwinistdtod, and those beel-lod mvorlunates wore 
Xo longer Bielunins, the equils of the gods, as Ukoy dul boon 
six hours embior, they weve the impme of hapuies; doomed 
4o & plivation of all social and Inotherly communion in, this hfe, 
and, hereafter, to countless ayes of tramsmignition, through the 
bothes of dogs, rats, pigs, vultures, scorpions, and obler unclean 
and abhoirent ercatures, 

Such was the fate, shortly prior to Plassy, of the not very 
remote ancesLor of an amiable and accomplished fiend of mino, 
a native of Bongal—a gentleman, in evory sense of tho wd, 
and a man of commanding talents—but that fierce Mogul had 
deprived his funily of their caste My ficnd wag a man of 
noble benevolence in his own countiy, and courted by the vary 
best souety in this , but, in despite of his wealth, hig chatity, his 
infiuence, md accomplishments, the lowest and moat begeuly 
Brahmin in his heart spab upon lim, and scomed him with a 
scom not to be described, 

In 1844, the lighest civil or military functionary in India 
would no moic have daed to commit such an outaage as that 
towhich the Mogul chief subjected the Zomindar, than a colc nel 
of Her Majesty's guuds dares to to up the Right Lonowshle 
Tho Lord Mayor to the tiiengles, and give bin a hundied 
lashes at the bottom of Ludgate Hill 

Nor am I quoting a mere solitary instance of insolent oppres- 
gion ‘Lhe Hindoo women went about unveiled, as I hwe 
myself seen them in a prio Uindoo state, until the Neentious 
tyranny of the Moguls forced all, but the very poorest, to 
conceal their faces when abroad, and at home to refaro to 
the vay recesses of thelr dwellings, inking advantago of the 
Mahommedans’ scruples respecting tho Zonanch Tho aty soi- 
taes of Sootaj ool Dowlah, who had pregnant women drag,éd 


19 


into his infernal shambles, and thers sought, at the oxpense of 
his victims’ hives, to trace the progress of gestation, are ranem 
bered in Bengal even to this day, bu. are too horrible for more 
than a passing allusion. 

About tho commencoment of the present century, when wo 
found time to breathe after years of trying but glorious con- 
flict, a fearful pest pervaded the great Indian peninsula from 
Cape Comorin to the banks of the Sutloj. ‘Tho powe. and 
onergy of the noble Akbar, tho weuth of Ins splcndid gon, the 
astule and merciless policy ‘of the turible Amungzib, had 
proved equally powerless to effect its diminution  housandls 
of travellers departed annually fiom, or started to retin to, 
their homes, and then were heard of no more, ‘their bones 
whitened no highway; no chamtable Brahmin had received them 
sick into his village, only to die. ‘the waters of the Indian 
streams flowed not over their bodies, nor had the wild bensts 
borne them to their jungle lans Whore mo the dead? 1low 
did thoy perish? Ask that singularly bonevolent looking old 
gentloman, with a pleasant smile and giey bead, who is {hit- 
ing a pocket handkorchio{ in tho easiest and most caroless 
manor imaginable in front of yonder temple of Kali Le is a 
Thug, It is he who defied the Groat Mogul and his heutcnants 
in all the pride of dhoir slrongth, and full power of thoi domi- 
nion, 1 is that worthy gontlonan who will show you tho 
vory spob whoro, a few feot boneath tho enrolully-restored, woll- 
amoothart turf, lie not only the bones of his human vielims—srer- 
fices to the ton ible goddess with the neklaco of skulls—but the 
bones of thei very dogs and horses, that not one living evidence 
of the fonful holocaust should remain on thocarth, But amoie 
mighty goddess than Kali took up the task, which Sultans and 
Rajohs hadabandoned in despair. Britannia stretched forth har 
ationg and resolute hand, she grasped the work after her fashion, 
determined that it should be done; and the ones awful, onmi- 
present, omnimudeing Thug lies bound at hor feot, like a tamed 
wolf; his claws chawn, his hom cowed, and his sprit broken, 
Tn 1741—nay, in 1801, tho Thug had, for centuries, beon a powor 
in India—bloody, appalling, terrible In 1811 ho was, and now, 
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he is in 1¢ vlity—whab ho once only pretended to he—tho peaccful 
dweller in guie. villages, thinking of the oneo feu fal “mw,” 
ag a histy o° byg mo days, and, in all pvobabi ty, ay in 
ofcnsive an] imdustr ons a Rywt? as uy in the British dam. 
nions Ghosts of the thonswds who perished on lonely roads, 
in dusky topes of thick-leaved bees, by the banks of solhtuy 
iivers, in. the shadow of deop ravines — in avenging your 
muiders, in feltering you muidotor's body and spirit, 60 Uhat 
their “occup uion’s gone,” have we, indeed, Iuft no tances of 


om tule? Z 

Did you, kind reader, if T happon to have one, ever hear of 
a*Wutsa?? When we, the Middle Classes, fist discovered 
that thue was an Empio to be won in far-off Hindostan, a 
“Wulsa” was v proceeding and a word m as common. use in 
that | wpy county, es) scially to the south of the Chumbul, 
as the word “iemovul” is in England, 0. tho woid “deme 
negemont” in Wiance ; and what a removal what a deme 
nagcment! Tt was the flight of a whole population of an en 
tae v.lge or small down—aman, woraan, and chill, Foung nd 
old, with their cattle, with all the goods they could swe fom 
their abandone] hubitations an exodus, hiving for ity voal the 
inaccessible jungle, or the caves of the mountains, and for its 
cause, the approwh of an armed forec: so common was tis 
blessed state of things, that a woid siguilying its 1eemrence, 
became fanniiar and nvurviacd in tho language Unough tho 
south, central, and gent parl of Nth Western Tndiv, and as 
tho Nuyru of tho Maliablah, the Rohi ah hon, or the 
“Allah Akcbir” of tho furco Aral and Persi wn mercenaries, no 
matte in whose pay, was heard fiom afar, the miseral le people, 
threatened with their forocious advent, mido a “ Wursa ,” 
leaving their hemes, and all that they were unable to traus- 
port, as a prey to the Dumahs of Himy Prnt the Mahrattah, 
o to the matchlockmen of Gholamn Mahommed the Afghann 
What, as Co) Wilks truly obsaves, must hive been the state 
of a countiy when such an addition as the word “ Wulsa,” 
with all its texible significance, was pomanontly made to is 
Janguage? 
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The woid is now merely a philological emiosity, for I need 
scaicely assme the most ignorant or most prejudiced of my 
countrymen, that the “ Wulsa” and the Biitish rule have long 
been incompatible 

In 1711, society in India was in the agonies of Suchton So 
appalling was the condition of the country, that if some strong, 
almost irresistible power, had not been appointed 40 arrest its 
downward progress, that gieat and 11ch peninsula would probably 
at this dey have been as little removed fiom barbaism, and 
a never ceasing anaichy, as Abyssinia, In the whole civilized 
world there was no country where hfe and property were held 
by tenures so precarious There was one law, if one could call 
it Jaw, for the rich and powerful, and another for the poor 
and lowly The law for the wealthy or potent was, that they 
should do what seemed right in thew own eyes,—oppress, 
toitine, murder, abduct, plunder, 1f such scemed to promise 
them plessme or advantage, and if they had the stiength 
as well as the disposition to cauy those pleasantries into 
practice, There was another Jaw for the poor man, uumcly, 
that if he could not circumvent, or cheat, the great o petty 
ty1ant who chose to grind him to the earth, he must submit to 
be giound with tho best grace, and all the patience he could 
command, 

Every tolerably comfortable man, or man blessed with o 
passyble share of this world’s goods, ws squeezed according 
to lus squeczability. The small landholder by the largo pro 
pricto. ; tho large proprictor by the court parasite ; the comt 
pmasilo by the prime ministe: ; and the prime minister, eithor 
by tho sovereign, if he had megy, or by the sovereign’s 
favouite, if he had not There was a high maxim of state in 
Bengal, that the Zemindar was a sponge to lick up and absorb 
as much as he could diaw fiom the Ryut, and that when he was 
in afit stale to be squeezed and wrung out he was to be wrung 
out accordingly for the benefit of the Padishah, As for the 
Ryut, ho was plundered by all and sundry, with the addition 
of ‘Thugs strangling lum on the road, Dacorts at home filling 
his eyes with 1ed pepper Mahrattus collecting chout, and 
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Atwb meieenaties cmrymg off his danghta, Tio was a sorb 
of human midge,—a prey alike to binds, Ashes, and spiders Lf 
he esenped from the ever ¢ ay'ng nis of the moe violent, ho 
was sure to fall a prey into tho nets of the more cunning. 

In place of this fiightful M vlstiom,—this chaos of ubter con 
fusion and disciganisation, wo have introduced system, 1esu 
laity, opon courts, upght yudges, and wrillon laws. Those 
Jaws may be well or ill diamed, wiso 01 loolish ; they may not 
always bo ably, however honestly, administored , bul hy them, 
and they aro prinicd in the vernacular as well ay Tinglish, 
every man may determine for himself what aro his rights, and 
find how to sccure iechess if he is wronged, Above all, we 
have enforced equulity in the eye of the law, By our code, and 
in our courts, no distinction is made between tho highest noble 
and tie poorest peasant—botween the fierce soldicr and the 
trumbling bunnea, — between the wealthy banker and his 
squahd debtor. “ILine ile lachrymm.”—It is therefore that we 
ae hated by the princes and nobles, by tho powerful land 
holders, the wealthy usurers, and the military classes of Tndin, 
with tho bitterness which beasts of prey must feel when the 
moisel they are mangling is snatched from their ravenous 
jaws, 

While you, my belhren, have been wrangling hae ebout 
education, and, to speak without flattery, mado yourselves, 
with respect to that important matter the laughing stock of all 
Lmope, the Hust India Company havo eroeled collcges, and 
gpread innumerable schools (thoy will become Low enough soon) 
throughout the length and Incadth of their rule. Nay, I once 
saw accomplishad in Bengal a thing so slrange, so wonderful, 
that T scarcely dae to narato it, lest in this land of sectarian 
and party have, of religious and political rancour, iv should 
seem fabulous, 

A vast sum of moncy had been left for Lhe pm pose of found- 
ing a great seminary in Calentta for the gratuitons eduention 
of poor clildien. Cirewnstances, needless to relate, caused it 
to be ruled that the testator intended to provide for the 
education of poor children whose parents were of every dcnomi- 
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nation of Christians Three men, neither Toues, or Whigs, 01 
Radicals, but honest, God. fearmg men, were nominated to draw 
up regulations for the management of the school. One was a 
Church of England Protestant, one was a Roman Cathohe, and 
the third a Presbytenan, Two of the three were high ecclesi 
astics, and of much esteem in their respective churches, and they 
all belonged to a secl very much talked of, but vory seldom 
encountered in these happy islands,—the sect ,of practical 
Christians, Well, those thiee christian gentlemen, earnestly 
strivmg after the mght in the administration of a school of 
muxed christian creeds, did succeed in selecting a form of 
prayer, and fiaming some brief sentences of religious exhorta- 
tion, founded upon, and comprehending, those glonous pro 
mises, those facts and rules of our faith in which all Christians, 
of whatever denomination, concur. That form and counsel 
were for the use and benefit of the school children collectively, 
leaving the nicer shades of doctrine and disciple, which dis 
tinguish the various christian communities, to be inculcated 
by the clergymen of that communion in which the children 
had been born 

If by denominating a Presbyterian, and a Roman Catholic, 
practical Cluistians, I have offended any member of the Church 
of England, justly inconsed against Calvm and the Pope, I pray 
him to excuse me ; or if, by calling a follower of John Knox, 
and a follower of Martin Luther, Christians, I have offended any 
gentleman of the Church of Rome, I also of him crave pardon ; 
but the fact was, as I have stated it above, and I really wish 
that with your astonshing Government of Great Britain, which 
T hold to be noxt to that of China in all tho excellencies of 
“how not to do it,” and “circumlocution,” you would contrive 
lo take a hint from the way we have managed such matters in 
the Umpire of the Middle Classes, and accomphsh something of 
tho same kind at home 

While the East India Company’s Government were sowing 
sound and profitable education broadcast over their vast terr- 
tory, and the English Government and people were ingeniously 
findmg out the way “how not Lo do it,” there was established in 
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the Mmnpire of the Mid te Classes another thing which ought bo 
cvale the present adiaiation of al f ec horn men, as it will 
excite the + initat’on and tie werder of fitiie gencal‘ons, 
when they shall rad the marvellous encer cl le Uist India 
Compury, and ndge ther history with minds fice fiom bins or 
prqu lice, 

Tha mow of tla Middle Glasses in. India, the servants of Co- 
vornment bging amongst the most activo promolus of the 
movomens, won the freedom of the Tudian Picys, ‘Lhe ILome 
Government of the Middle Classes acquiesce l with their tre 
mendous responsib lies, and, considering the nature of thew 
rule, they could do no more)-—Lho Llome Government acquiesced 
in its hheation, and the press, throughout the vast empire in 
the East, was frec, and, when « passing cloud shall have 
vanished, will by fice again 

Wo have, I epent, buen reproached with having done nothing, 
the memory Whoveof would smyive tho oxtinction of ow rule 
in India Why what are Taj Mchals, and Jumma Mugjoedls, 
the paaces and tombs of mable and Pietro Duro, to the 
proudest monument of the Iighest civihzation an unfettered 
piess ? 

For the first timo smee the day when tho ark rested on 
Avaral,—for tho first time in tho vast regions of Asia, man 
has dared to discuss the acts of his rulers without being driven 
to clothe his thoughts in apolognes, wherein the elephant slands 
for tho sovereign, the lion is his commandor in chief, the jackall 
his pume minister, the fox his cisuror, and all othe. brates 
tho people at large “While Domosthencs haangned the Athe- 
mans, whilo the senate of awful Rome defied Hanmbul, or 
erushed Catilinc ; while the fice towns of Ttaly glowed with all 
the glories of ait, and tho splendours of commerce ; whilo the 
“Ricos homlies ’ of Spain-said Lo thei sovercign,— Senor Don. 
Alphonso, we took theo for our king to 2ule us, if you rule ac- 
cording to the law; if not, not!” while the Barons and tho 
Franklins of England won hhorty from the Crown :—for all thoso 
jong, long ages the poople of Asia grovelled, and still giovelled 
in the dust bofore their satiaps and sultauns , or if they dated to 


25 


remonstiate against unbearable tyranny, the remonstrance was 
enlucly of an abstracl natue, and pushed no furthe than 
making buds and brutes the exponents of their griefs and 
wrongs as in the fables of Pilpay, and that most tiresome of all 
apologues, the “ Anwaree Scheih,”—for the fiist time, I repeat, 
in the history of Asia, “men having to advise the pubhe might 
speak out” 

Tf 2b was an error, 1b was a noble one; if it was a mistake, it 
was a glolious mistake , and I claim that error, if it has been 
one, I claim that mistake for the Government of the Maddie 
Classes with more pride than I should claim to weave fifty new 
victories into the imperishable wreath of warhke glory which 
they have won 

When I went to Bengal not longer ago than the days when 
the first gentleman m Europe, of whom Mr. Thackeray could 
discover a beautitully cut coat, waistcoat and pantaloons, but 
not the man , when that gracious gentleman was, I say, Regent 
of these 1ealms, the Pindarrys carried fire and sword though- 
out nearly the whole of India, not under direct British rule 
“Chout,” that 1s to say, the fourth part of your worldly goods, 
on death was tho agreeable alternative offered, generally every 
cold season, by those ubiquitous maraudas, Before that ter- 
iible cavalry went panic and horror; behind them they left 
massacre and famine, not for a few short lexgucs, but over vast 
tracts of countiy The wail of millions tle voice of humanity, 
alike called upon the Government of the Last India Comp my 
to sweep those monsters of 1apme and ciuelty fiom the face of 
the earth A great statesinan, a great soldior, a truly gicat 
man, the tithe of whose worth was never recognized by any of 
the miserable, sclf seeking factions who ae allowed to govern 
Great Butain—tho Maiquis of Tastings, vigorously, glouously, 
and with consummate soldiciship, guided the storm which 
burst on the heads of those detestable brig wds, ther aides and 
abettors , and fiom the Sutlej to the Anemalee mountains, fiom 
the India Ocean to the mouths of the Behampooter, the vory 
nano of Pindany is only remembered ts we 1emembe the 
great plague or the fire of London. 
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Nor havo we savod the peacenble millions of Suidia sion this 
meat seourge alone. Tac auel Bhiman in the East, the Ne 
paulcse firt a noth, the Aflghamn, and the Scikh, woe all 
picpmed torah upon tho prosivale anid poweloss g’ant, and 
send away whab portion of spoil their respective slacngth miht 
enable them to conquer, All the neighboms of rich India, in 
her comnintose condition, were nan ficstly of the opinion which 
Si Tvan Dhu, of Lochicl, onterLuned concerning the 8 won 
Lowlands, that 1b was a plreo “where all nen look theia prey,” 
and, genoally speaking, Loth fiiends and foes considered tho 
whole country as certim Afiican tribes consider a vaavan—a 
«dum fong long,” or thing to be devowed, Our slneld was 
spread over the prostiate land; the Bhirman was humbled ; the 
Sulch subdued ; the Napauleso swept back into the depths of 
their mountains, the Afighauns taught to dicadafoewhom no dis- 
asters could intimidate — India was saved at onee from domestic 
anarchy, no less than from tho swage spoliation of for ovious and 
barbarous foreign conquerors For the first tine for more than 
acontmy there was though the length and breadth of that 
vast counliy, LACE, seomuty, safety for lilo and properly—a 
blessed calm, such as the oldest man alive could not remember, 
Well may the ichellions stpoy Ilavildar have said, in us me 
motial to the mock Empero of Delhi, that they could nob im 
piove upon the system of Bitbish 1uk¢—“tho best Lhe county 
had ever felt” Well may tho umtinous army and nuitinous 
nohles m thew recent proc am uiions have med no word of re 
qioach against om Goverment, om comls of law, our justice, 
ow fiscal systun, or om general admmistiation, ‘They dared 
not to biing chuges of tyrmmy o1 mismanagement, or want of 
integrity m our fonetionnies which every man could rcfute 
fiom his own expericnee; they could only put foith that 
miseiable trash about makmg them Chustians by fraud on 
force, to give some colour to their nefiuious proceedings 

T say nothing of the abohtion of those exhilarating acls of 
fal by which hundreds of children were annually consigned 
to the sharks and alligatots at Suuga, while hundreds of widows 
devoted themselves to the suttce fies all over Bengal, Behar, 
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and O1issa Novertholess, it was effected by the Government 
of the ast India Company The pow2rful punces of the 
Tlouso of ‘Cunoor no doubt viewed those infernal fruits of the 
idol worship which they hated with infinite abhonence, but 
they did not dare to attempt thei suppression ; to dare and to 
do was 1eserved for the Empire of the Middle Classes, 

Two blacks do not make one white, wrong does nob justify 
wrong; but wo are told by words, in which thee can be no 
ciror, to tike the beam out of ow own eye before we seck the 
mote in the eye of our neighbour Now, when the press and 
the platform of England ask us in a tone of vin tuous indignation, 
“What have you done for India?” wo may, perhaps, bo permuted 
meckly to ask im ieturn, What have you done for Ireland ?—a, 
country conquered and held by Ingland under cucumstances 
notadtogether dissimilar England, not though a government of 
the Middle Class, but through a government of the three estates 
of the acalm, iuled conquered eland as it thought fit for 
six centuries ; but deduct fom of contusion and unavoidable 
misiule, and say, that from about the restoration of the second 
Charles until the coronation of Queen Victoria the Enghsh 
Government of Teland was mone or less systematic and orderly ; 
catied on in a Chiustian, o1, at all events, a Protestant spirit, 
and having the welfaro of the people for its object Now com- 
pmo the state of Treland, closo to your own doom remember, 
after you had ruled ib for about a hunded and fifty years, or 
fiom the time of Charles the Second up to the cnd of the last 
century, and the stato of India alter we had been paramount in 
that countiy not quite fifty years, 

The Kast India Company, mind, had heen beset duming that 
period by cnom.ons difficultaes, coust.ntly engaged m wars, not 
of their own seeking, and not untirequently hampered by the 
shiflung factions, called Governments, at home Still have the 
goodness to compare the state of heland in 1798 with that of 
Indiv in 1848 Take the worst, by which I mean the most 
exageciated account of ow comts im Tndia, and compare them 
with the O1ange trbunals im Licland witha party judge on tho 
bench, and a party ywry in the jury box, things fomihar enough 
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up to a le withm the namery of ddely mar Tike tie 
conditior of the flish peasant, bis hut, is atdire, his ne us of 
subsistence, Ins ignoance his begguy, up to tho time m ques 
tion—ayo, and long afler Why, if I were to attempt to elevate 
him to the condition of the ITindoo Ryut, as soon, as poace and 
a strong government seemed to lum the finite of h4 lebous 
the gods of Swergy would buat into a langhter ag oud as thib 
of their brethien of Olympus As for dorbure im India, of which 
I may have to say move, there was, in the year 1798 and tha 
abouts, a pleasant quantity and agiecable variety in held, 
not practise t clandestinely by misbubeving heathens, and bons 
of Mahoun, carefully concealmg it fiom their Turopean supe 
riois, bub infheted under orders, and sometimes under the dnect 
supervision cf public functionaries callmg thomselves Christi wns 
and Englishmen, ghittoing with goigets, and opauleltey, aid 
phones, and all manner of beautiful puaphernaha, ‘There was 
a man about seven fect hizh, called the walking gibbet; by an 
ingenious process a noose was slipped over the suspected Vinegm 
Fill man’s urck, and the end of the 1ope over the gitne’s shoul 
do. , 0 an instant the supposed pikeman was hoisted with lus 
foe off the ground, and let down again every twenty seconds 
or half a minute, lo take Ineath, and bo asked if he would 
miko a cle breast Then there was the Town Major and Uo 
“ol” A friond of mine, an Imsh arlist of some eminence, was 
within half an hour of the fiianglo and cat-of-nine tails at 
tho Ridang Wouse Dublin, Locause he happened to hen the 
nane of @ croppy schoulmaster ab Vouk, who wrobe short hand, 
in which Mi C was also an adcpb ‘The hin we ol ject was, 
to flog him untal hoe confessed—what, he never had the good 
fortune to learn 

Now, all this, and much more, in the shape of anatian out 
rige, ptivy consphacy and ickelhon, barbmisn, want, and 
ignoianes, was, after you had held Ireland for five or sx eenbu- 
1ies, aud for ouc-and a-half, or thereabouts, ruled if more on less 
constitutionally, after the King, Loids, and Commons method 
It was an Island but little separated fiom your own, and, so to 
speak, under your very noses, where a vast jnoportion of the puc- 
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ple spoke your own tongue and where thos? of yom own faith 
were amongst the most hardy and bravest of mankind ; where 
you had hundieds of thousands of energetic, sagacious, Scotch 
and English settles to aid you m the work of good govern 
ment and civilization; and yet, with all those prodigious advan. 
tages, what a precious business you made of 1uling your 
conquered county? You may urge the dificulsies imposed by 
a difference of 1chgion between the rulersand theruled ; but at 
least, you all were, or pretenled to be, Chustians But admit 
that the fervois of Catholicism, and the vehemence of Pro 
testantism, threw great obstacles in the way of good govern 
ment in Ireland, what were those to the greater, which beset 
the progiess of the East India Company and its servants in 
India? The fierce faith of the Mussulman the cold, nap 
proachahle bigotry of the Hindoo all to fe dominated and kept 
within the bounds of the pubhe good, by the aid of no greater 
power Uhan a more handful of despised Nazaveens and unclean 
Feringheos 

But, you may say, “nous avons changé tout cela ;” good ! 
he tt admitted; you have done so by the ad of a famine, 
Well, givo us, the government of the Middle Classes, another 
eentury (we don’t want the fame), and then rovile us as 
much as you please, if we shall not well and nobly have accom- 
plished owr mission ; but to expect us to do in a hundred years, 
m India, what you have been six hundel in accomplishing 
in Treland, 1s somowhat hard measme. 

Do not imagine, from all this, that I uphold the Government 
of the Rast India Company—Tho [mpne of the Middle Classes 

as at all approaching to a porfect or model Government , 11 is 
fall of imperfections ; but, with all its errors and shortcomings, 
Tmanitain that 1 18 the most wonderful and admizable Govan’ 
ment of a conquered country the world has ever witnessed. 
Well-intentioncd, humane, moderate, earnestly desirous of the 
people’s good ;—with not one sinecure on its immense estab- 
lishments with Courls where the poorest subject may, with 
no leave, but his own will, institute a suit agains the 
Sovereign, and genorally gain it, as Governmont knows to 
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its cost, for, if the gudgc Tas muy ypprohensicn’ faq leat he 
rhould be biased, o, appeu lo de biwer, “n kevon of the St bo 
—tho tre tolings of an English gentleman, Int, rather: unt 
favomable to the pleadings of the Govermme t Vaced & 

T maintam that om Limpive, tho ac ttle t portion, lis for yoars 
past been better, boen more liberally gover ncd, bhan avy country 
inlm ops, excopting Gr ant Biitoin, Primes, md Pinagin A nativy 
of the country might do what he plcased, go whexe he pleased, 
and sty what he pleased, so that #5 injmod not his neighbows 
Thoro was universal toleration ad protection for all veligions— 
there was no conseryplion no press-gang, ‘The taxes were 
fixed; not heavy, nor ineqmtable Thee was no ptiviloged 
clasy exempted fiom impost; there was no favomed class to 
profit by a Coin Law. There were no passports mind, m 
2 conquered country nb passports} and, there was also, in thal 
conquered conntry a Tice Prow, ‘This last, ot least showed, 
that our intention wis to rue well, whether wo sueceedcd o1 
not There was no Court, no memployed placemen ; no poor 
and idle aristocracy, ving upon the toil of the people, there 
was—but Iet another voice than mine speak ir graver accents, 
words infinitely more wo1lry of wtcution. 

The presont Bishop ot Calcutta, Bishop Wilson, ia known 
whorovor piety, singlchemicdness, and all the virtues of a tive 
Christian divine are licld in honow. THe has resided moe 
than faonty yeas in Indin To his visited, moro than once 
nearly every part of that immonse territory, and heen in 
communication with high and low of all crcedy, He, a pilgrim 
of God, whose staff even Tam unworthy to Louch, ip too sincere 
to colour, too honost to flabter ,— he valued nothing that tho 
greatest Government on emth ean hestow; for yet, a liblls 
time, and Ins, by thé blessing of Gol, will bo that glovious 
reward, beyond all price, such as tris world cannot offer. 

In his sermon, preachod at Calcutta on the recent day of hu- 
miliation, Bishop Wilson oxpresses himself thus .~ “Things 
were bette: with them than they wore formerly——all hal been 
moving on in the ight direction for more than fifty years.pasb 
Never was thers! a, more just or beneficent Govermmont than 
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that of the British powe: in India Peace and seemity for po~ 
perty have prevailed—commerco, and all the Western impiove- 
ments in medicine and the arts have been encomaged every 
man stood equal beforo the Jaws the administaation of justice 
was puro—the taxes were of moderate wight. Thon, as lo 
Chustianity, ministers of every name and class—missionm es, 
fiom all the different societies—were protected and honomed— 
churches had been raised, and native converts had been mado 
m large numbes. Charitable designs, to meet new forms of 
destitution, wero liberally supported Christian educ ition, 
in. all their missions, and national education, not excluding 
Christianity, though not directly teaching it, was spreading 
throughout the countay, Tis Lordship concluded, by exhort 
ing his hemers to cast themselves upon the Almighty in tl 
piesent necessity, to live better hves for the futuro, ar 
pray earnestly for the restoration of peace and rangi! 
their country.”* 

Years honce, other hearors of other Bishops may _puy- 
the veatoration of that mle midw which all that 
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